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You h f re /ce a little boy attentively n 0r 
mg over his book, while Minerva is endea- 
vouring to entice him from it, by offering 
him a marble. The meaning of it appeal 
to me to be this : Minerva, who is the fun 
pofed goddefs of wifdom, is not to be 
courted by a too conflant attention tofhidy 
and without devoting a fmall portion of 
time to amufement, for which purpofe fhe 
is offering him a marble as an affiflant to 
recreation. I could wifh to make even our 
ainufcments ufeful ; and, I am convinced, 
fuch they may be made with a very little 
attention. 

I recollected that fome great men, far 
advanced on the ftage of life, have taken 
lingular pleafure in turning back to view 
the employments of their boyifh days, and 
in reading the remarks they then made. 
Like them, I turned back to all my old 
papers ; and among them found many of 
the remarks, and fome whole chapters, of 
what follows. Where they wanted amend- 
ment, I corrected them ; fuch as difpleafed 
me, I expunged ; and where any new ad- 
ditions feemed to be neceffary, I attentively 
iiiade them. 
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ANfi PASTIMES. 4 ’ 
It may perhaps be expefted, that I 
fhould run through all the long catalogue 
of the fports and pafhmes of boys ; but that 
•would be impoflible in a volume of this 
fize, as well as ufelefs. To mention thofe 
eames, which are too Ample in themfelvcs 
to admit of any improvement, and fo well 
known as to (land in no need of a defcrip- 
tion, would be idle. What more can be 
Lid of this paftime* 



than that when two boys play at battle^ 
door and fhuttlecock, they fhould endea- 
vour to flrike it in a proper direClion, nei- 
ther too gently nor too bard ; that the bat- 
tledoor fhould be made of welLfeafoned 
E 3 oak; 


